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A "RADIO" SCRIPT
BY KENNETH DODGSON
AND CHARLES E. WARREN

To be used by Baptist Youth groups at a
Sunday evening meeting in connedlon with
the Shares of Success Program of the Northern Baptist Convention.

NORTHERN IAPTIST CONVENTION

Coundl on Finance and Promotion
I
152 Madbon Avenue, New York 16, N. Y.
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PURPOSE
To acquaint the youth of our Convention with
the present emergency relative to the Unified
Budget and to introduce to them their part in
their local church's program of Shares of Success.

DATE

This script should be used prior to Sunday,
March 13, which is set apart as Shares of Success
Sunday. Preferred dates suggested would be
either February 27 or March 6.
NOTE
The pastor should be consulted with regard to
youth's part in the Shares of Success Program in
the local church.

Setting: Radio studio, us i 11 g microphones
(church's public address system or home-made
representations), radio technician's table,
reading stands, tables and chairs.
Participants:
Announcer
Speaker
Ann Judson
Adoniram Judson
Voice of Burma
Voice of Japan and Philippines
Voice of Belgian Congo
Voice of India
Voice of Kodiak
Voice of Latin America
Voice of Cities
Voice of American Negroes
Note: Parts may be so divided that a minimum
of three people may read the script. The program should be sufficiently rehearsed so that
the script will be read with real meaning and
move smoothly. Reading time, 20 minutes.
Supplementary Material:
1. Leaflet, I Am One Dollar, describing the
distribution of the Unified Budget. Available
from State Convention or City Society promo·
tion offices.
2. Crusader, especially January and February
issues; A Book of Remembrance, Missions
Magazine.

THIS 15 OUR STORY
ANNOUNCER: This is station B. Y. F. coming
to you from the . .. ........................ .
Baptist Church of ......................... .
Tonight for your listening pleasure we bring
you a special interest feature addressed to every
Baptist youth in every community and rural
area of the Northern Baptist Convention. It is
simply a story, a story that will interest us all,
for this is not the story of an individual or of a
group of people unknown to us. This is OUR
story. And OUR story is a story of faith. Our
story of faith grows out of the conviction that
God meant his message of good news for all men
throughout the world. It was the faith that God
would sustain those who would dare to be his
messengers. And its story is told by the lives of
those who bore the message to the further shore
and of those who, not able to go, kept faith.
SPEAKER: Our story begins on February 19,
1812, as a tall man of determined step and his
young wife embarked at Salem, Massachusetts,
on the brig Caravan bound for Calcutta, India.
The man was a Congregationalist. He and his
wife were being sent to Burma as Congregationalist missionaries. People called him Adoniram
Judson. His wife was called Ann. All their sympathies and affections were bound up with the
life of the Congregationalist denomination. In
the enforced seclusion of the long sea voyage
they had much time for thought and study. The
result of their searching investigation of the
scriptures convinced Adoniram that infant baptism was wrong and that the Baptists were correct in their view of believer's baptism. It was
only after a great struggle that he yielded. The
Judsons broke with all the traditions and associations of their ancestry and childhood. After
her arrival Mrs. Judson wrote to her parents:
ANN JUDSON: It was extremely trying to reflect on the consequences of our becoming Baptists. We knew it would wound and grieve our
dear Christian friends in America-that we
should lose their esteem. We thought it probable the commissioners would refuse to support
us; and, what was more distressing than anything, we knew we must be separated from our
missionary associates and go alone to some
heathen land.
SPEAKER: Meanwhile, Adoniram was penning
a note to the Congregationalist mission board
that had sent them out:
AooNIRAM JUDSON: I have now the prospect
before me of going alone to some distant land,
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unconnected wit.h any society at present existing, from which I might be furnished with assistant laborers or pecuniary suppo1·t. Whether
the Baptist churches in America will compassionate my situation I do not know. I hope therefore, that while my friends condemn what they
deem a departure from the truth, they will at
least pity me and pray for me.
SPEAKER: At the same time he wrote a second
letter to a Baptist minister in America.
ADONIRAM JUDSON: Should there be formed a
Baptist Society for the support of a mission in
these parts, I shall be ready to consider myself
their missionary. It is a most painful reflection
that I must go alone, and so uncertain of the
means of support. But I will trust in God. He has
frequently enabled me to praise his divine goodness, and will never forsake those who put their
trust in him.
ANNOUNCER: That is the beginning of the
story that is our story. It is a story of faith and
the first leap of faith was made by one Adoniram Judson and his wife Ann. It was a simple
faith. A faith that God would provide if they
were true to his high calling.
SPEAKER: When the tidings reached America
that Mr. and Mrs. Judson and another Congregationalist missionary, Luther Rice, had been
immersed at Calcutta, the Baptists throughout
the whole land were thrilled with the glad surprise. God had suddenly placed at the disposal
of the Baptist denomination three fully-equipped
missionaries. They were already in the field and
action must be prompt. The first step of faith
demanded that we, the Baptists of America, keep
faith with them-muli we did loeep faith.
It was not long until a group of people in Boston banded themselves together and created the
"Baptist Society for Propagating the Gospel in
India and other Foreign Parts." A rather long
name for such an unpretentious body, but we
had made a start I Other societies grew up, and
in Philadelphia on the 21st of May, 1814, delegates from Baptist churches and missionary societies throughout the land organized a body
named, "The General Missionary Convention of
the Baptist Denomination in the United States
of America for Foreign Missions." Another long
name, but we were on our way I The sum of four
thousand dollars was put in the treasury and it
was thought possible that an annual income of
$5,280 might be secured. It was a day of small
things but of great faith.
ANNOUNCER: This is the first page of the first
chapter of our story. Two missionaries on the
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field, one at home telling the story and raising
the money, and $4,000 in the treasury. Adoniram
Judson too le the first step of faith and the Baptists of A m erica kept faith.
That was in 1812. We have grown since then.
This is 1949, with not one but 413 missionaries
on the foreign mission fields alone. Not one mission station, but 10 mission fields: in China,
Burma, Japan, the Philippines, the Belgian Congo,
and India. Ten mission fields with:
445 missionaries including appointees
114 stations
3,853 organized churches
3,647 schools
93 hospitals and dispensaries
and the incom plete report of last year shows more
than 38,500 baptisms, more conversions per missionary than any other missionary organization.
Add to this the work of our home mission agencies with work in Kodiak, Alaska, in Latin America, among the crowded population of our cities,
in rural areas, among Indians and Negroes and
other racial and cultural groups. Our State Conventions and City Mission Societies with a variety of functions are primarily missionary organizations. Add to this the fact that we have:
a) 64 schools, colleges and seminaries affiliated
with our Convention
b) over 40 workers with students
c) 39 Directors of Christian Education maintained cooperatively by the various State
Conventions and City Mission Societies with
the Board of Education and Publication
d) we publish regularly 117 publications,
weekly, monthly or quarterly
e) These 117 publications represent a distribution of 18,000,000 copies per year. A year'.s
printing of Baptist Leader for example, 1f
stacked up, would top by a mile Mount Wilson and its observatory. Or, if you were to
stock up any issue of Secret Place it would
form two columns substantially higher than
the Empire State Building.
More than half of the people of the world live
in the area of Northern Baptist foreign mission
fields.
This is our story of 1949. It is still the story
of faith, that if some will g'ive th?ir lives, those
of us who cannot go will keep faith. We began
with $4,000 in 1812. At Milwaukee in ~fay, 194~,
we of the Northern Baptist Convention unammously adopted a budget of $7,500,000. This is
no longer the day of little beginnings, but it
must still be a day of great faith-seven million
five-hundred thousand dollars. Sounds like a lot
5
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VOICE: In congested areas of many Northern
cities where hundreds of thousands of Negroes
now live, communities are exploited by the unscrupulous and the radical. Challenged to "practice brotherhood now" Baptists are learning that
the "ground is level at the foot of the cross."
ANNOUNCER: And so our story could go on.
But, let's face it. At the present rate of giving
we are going to fall $2,400,000 short of the $7,500,000 budget that we Northern Baptists said
at Milwaukee rnust be raised. The plain fact is

of money-but consider the needs still unmet.
For instance in China:
VOICE: There is no way to turn back the clock
for those grown old in the Master's service. The
greatest single need of the Chinese church is
trained leadership. Missionaries and schools
must be maintained to train young people.
ANNOUNCER: Burma.
VOICE: Official correspondence requests new
missionaries: five field evangelists; teachers, and
one teacher-leader for the Divinity School; two
doctors for frontier areas; a woman doctor.
ANNOUNCER: Japan and the Philippines.
VOICE: Women teachers are desperately needed
on both fields. When some new recruits arrived
in Uoilo, Philippine Islands, Dr. Henry S. Waters,
in expressing thanksgiving, concluded, "We are
still so short-handed that even one additional
person seems like an army."
ANNOUNCER: Belgian Congo.
VOICE: A survey made during recent weeks
shows that there are again some 3,000 inquirers
who will need to be examined for baptism in the
year that lies ahead. I hope we may adequately
take care of this harvest, but we are far too few.
ANNOUNCER: India.
VOICE: Registration for nurses has just begun
in Assam. This raises nursing to a place of responsibility never accorded it before in this
province. Our greatest need, aside from a building, is a nurse and a doctor.
ANNOUNCER: Kodiak.
VOICE: Baptists continue to rear and train
neglected children through the Kodiak Baptist
Mission; to minister to the city of Kodiak through
the services of the First Baptist Church, and to
spread the gospel message through the colporter
boat The Evangel.
ANNOUNCER: Latin America.
VOICE: Where chains of poverty, superstition
and paganism bind the peoples of Latin Americ~, Northern Baptists have helped to free men
with the gospel of Christ. Today there are in
Latin America: 40 Baptist schools; 50 missionaries at work and almost 1,000 organized churches
and missions.
ANNOUNCER: In the cities of the United States.
VOICE: More than half our people live in cities.
Many become part of the crowded shifting mass.
Here in the face of material and moral needs
Bapti~t pastors, missionaries, and volunteers giv~
and hve a message of transformation.
ANNOUNCER: Among American Negroes.

that crying needs aire not going to be rnet unless
we as Baptists keep faith with the work we have
begun. And the more disturbing fact is that un-

less something is done to stem the tide of the
present trend of giving to our Unified Budget,
we are not going to raise enough even to support
the work that is now being carried on. It is a
case of tragedy-unless.
QUESTIONING VOICE: But I thought that we took
care of that with the World Mission Crusade
money.
SPEAKER: The results of the World Mission
Crusade are both an inspiration and a challenge.
We could go on at great lengths telling our story
of the World Mission Crusade-how churches
have been repaired or rebuilt at home and abroad;
hospitals repaired, equipped and supplied with
medicines ; colleges and schools repaired and
equipped, new missionaries supported for their
first term, and the strengthening of evangelistic
programs on all fields. But we never entered
upon the World Mission Crusade as a substitute
for our on-going work. Most of the World Mission Crusade was an over-and-above emphasis.
ANNOUNCER: Despite the fact that we have
such an effective and faithful corps of missiona_ri~s, and despite the fact that opportunities are
hm1tless, there are some terrific problems. One
of the worst problems is that of inflation. In
China a handful of money used to buy a wheelbarrow full of food. Now a wheelbarrow full of
money buys only a handful of food. Dollars are
too few and they buy too little. Costs of sending
and maintaining a missionary have doubled; still
we need hundreds of new missionaries, and hundreds are willing to go. The question in 1949 as
in 1812, is, Will the Baptists of America keep
faith?
SPEAKER: Consider briefly the serious setbacks
to our work should we fall i2,400,000 short of
our goal. It takes this amount of money to carry
on the program of our home mission work includi?g the support now given to The American Baptist ~ome Mission Society and the Woman's
American Baptist Home Mission Society, plus 8S
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state conventions and 14 city societies. Or, to
think of it in terms of our foreign mission societies, $2,400,000 carries on all the work of the
American Baptist Foreign Mission Society and
the Woman's American Baptist Foreign Mission
Society plus all of our world relief. Or to put it
still another way, $2,400,000 carries the work of
our educational institutions, the publication society, the denominational paper, the support of
our retired ministers and missionaries and a host
of other important items.
QUESTIONING VOICE: We appreciate the fact
that our story is a story of faith; that the work
we are doing is a great work. We also understand
that unless this year's budget is raised we shall
be forced to serious retrenchment in all phases of
our work. But is there anything we can do
about it?
SPEAKER: Yes there is. At the midyear meetings in St. Louis, it was decided to think in terms
of dividing the $2,400,000 into shares of $24
each. Our church is consecrating Sunday, March
13 as SHARES OF SUCCESS SUNDAY and
our people are going to purchase shares at that
time. We ourselves can help by subscribing to
these $24 shares. If it is not possible for all of
us to take out a full share, perhaps two can take
out one share. Our youth fellowship as an organization can purchase additional shares.
ANNOUNCER: We can never escape the realization that in 1812 the Baptists of America were
a scattered and feeble folk and lacked solidarity.
There was little or no denominational spirit. It
was the step of faith of Luther Rice and the
Judsons, and their summons from the foreign
fields that shook us together.
SPEAKER: Since 1812 we have seen the need
and have met it. Tonight we have seen the present need. As the Judsons waited for the support
of the American Baptists in 1812, so a host of
workers today await the support that we alone
can give. This is neither a time to glory in our
heritage nor to fret at the present situation. We
must arise and be doing.
ANNOUNCER: (after slight pause) This is your
announcer thanking you for listening and reminding you to share our success by taking
Shares of Success.
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